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Our Honored Guests
CONGRESSMAN SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR.
Congressman Sanford D. Bishop, Jr. is serving his twelfth term in the U.S. House of Representatives, representing Middle 

DR. SONNY RAMASWAMY

Management Development Program.

CONGRESSMAN AUSTIN SCOTT
Austin Scott is in his fourth-term as the U.S. Representative for Georgia’s Eighth Congressional District. Prior to his election to Con-

national defense, and our 2nd Amendment rights.

GA STATE SENATOR JOHN F. KENNEDY

of governors for the State Bar of Georgia.
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GERALD LONG

GA STATE REPRESENTATIVE PATTY BENTLEY

COMMISSIONER GARY BLACK

Fort Valley State University Alumni Serving in Georgia’s Legislature

Representative Brian Prince
DISTRICT 127

Senator Freddie Powell Sims
DISTRICT 12

Representative Calvin Smyre
DISTRICT 135

Serving 42 years

Representative Valencia Stovall
DISTRICT 74

Serving 5 years

Serving 12 years

Serving 4 years
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Agenda
PRESIDING

Congressman Austin Scott (GA-8)
House of Representatives (2011-Present)

INVOCATION
Dr. James Brown

Interim Extension Program Leader for Agriculture & Natural Resources, 
FVSU Cooperative Extension Program

WELCOME
Dr. Paul Jones

President, Fort Valley State University

SPECIAL VIDEO GREETING
United States Senator David Perdue

COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE ACADEMIC & RESEARCH UPDATE
Dr. Govind Kannan

Dean, FVSU College of Agriculture, Family Sciences and Technology (CAFST)

COOPERATIVE EXTENSION PROGRAM UPDATE
Dr. Mark Latimore, Jr.

LEGISLATIVE UPDATES
115th U.S. Congressional Update . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Congressman Sanford D. Bishop, Jr. (GA-2)
Georgia Senate Update . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Senator John F. Kennedy (Dist. 18)
Georgia House of Representatives Update. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Representative Patty J. Bentley (Dist. 139)

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE UPDATE
Dr. Sonny Ramaswamy

Director, USDA National Institute of Food and Agriculture

GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE UPDATE
Commissioner Gary Black

Georgia Department of Agriculture

GEORGIA FARM BUREAU LEGISLATIVE UPDATE
Gerald Long

President, Georgia Farm Bureau

DIALOGUE WITH DISTINGUISHED GUESTS

RECOGNITION OF ELECTED OFFICIALS
Joy Moten-Thomas

Assistant Administrator for Community Development & Outreach,  
FVSU Cooperative Extension Program

CLOSING REMARKS
Dr. Mark Latimore, Jr.
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AUGUSTA-RICHMOND

COUNTY

ATHENS-CLARKE
COUNTY*

Villa Rica*

Carrollton

Statesboro

Brunswick

Canton

Covington*

McDonough*

Stockbridge*

Columbus*

Conyers

Jesup

Kennesaw
Acworth

Marietta*

Powder
Springs Smyrna*

Savannah

Winder

Newnan

Pooler

Dalton

LaGrange

Calhoun

Grovetown

Decatur*

Dunwoody

Rome

Lawrence-
ville

Sugar
Hill

Loganville*

Lilburn*

Snellville*

Buford*

Gainesville

Suwanee

Duluth

Valdosta

Moultrie

Cordele

Dublin

Dallas

Cusseta-
Chattahoochee

County

Kingsland

St. Marys

Cartersville

Riverdale*

Waycross

Perry*

Warner
Robins*

East Point*

Sandy
Springs*

Johns
Creek

Alpharetta

Roswell

Union City

Fairburn

Milton

Tifton

Douglas

Vidalia

Bainbridge

Americus

Griffin

Fayetteville*

Peachtree City

College
Park*

Forest
Park

Monroe

Thomasville

Albany

Douglasville

Macon*

Woodstock

Hinesville

Milledgeville

Eatonton

Clayton

Sylvester

Washington

Toccoa

Swainsboro

Adel

Camilla

Fort
Oglethorpe

LaFayette

Cairo

Garden
City

McRae

Commerce

Jefferson

Rincon

Summerville

Madison

Dahlonega

Fitzgerald

Cleveland

Richmond
Hill

Adairsville

Thomson

Blakely

Waynesboro

Sandersville

Elberton

Redan

St. Simons

Evans*

Wilmington
Island

North
Atlanta*

Mableton

Martinez

ATLANTA*

MITCHELL

CARROLL

CHATTOOGA

CANDLER

FANNIN

DOUGHERTY

BROOKS

PEACH

CHATHAM

CALHOUN

HABERSHAM

TALIAFERRO

JACKSON

SPALDING

LAMAR

FRANKLIN

BEN HILL

TOOMBS

McINTOSH

COWETA

POLK

ECHOLS

GORDON

CLAY

COLUMBIA

TALBOT

PIERCE

COOK

BERRIEN

CLINCH

LANIER

HARRIS

HOUSTON

JEFF
DAVIS

MERIWETHER

MUSCOGEE

OCONEE

PIKE

PUTNAM

JENKINS

FORSYTH

TATTNALL

TERRELL

TWIGGS

CHATTAHOOCHEE

DOOLY

CAMDEN

WARREN

WHITE

MONT-
GOMERY

DAWSON

CLAY-
TON

BANKS

TROUP

SUMTER

TAYLOR

GREENE

CHARLTON

DECATUR

PULASKI

SEMINOLE

WILCOX

BALDWIN

UPSON

QUITMAN

UNION

JONES

BRYAN

BIBB

MADISON

JASPER

COFFEE

BUTTS

PICKENS

DeKALB

HEARD

GLASCOCK

RANDOLPH

McDUFFIE

LINCOLN

TREUTLEN

THOMAS

TURNER

ROCK-
DALE

COLQUITT

GILMER

LUMPKIN

LAURENS

STEWART

BARROW

MILLER

APPLING

FLOYD

CLARKE

EVANS

JOHNSON

EMANUEL

ATKINSON

HALL

MONROE

WILKINSON

STEPHENS

BACON WAYNE

HANCOCK

HENRY

MACON

SCHLEY

LIBERTY

BAKER

CRAWFORD

WALTON

HARALSON

IRWIN

NEWTON

WEBSTER

COBB

LONG

GRADY

WASHINGTON

MURRAY

BRANTLEY

CHEROKEE

DADE

WORTH

GWINNETT

BULLOCH

BURKE

TIFT

SCREVEN

FAYETTE

LEE

CRISP

BARTOW

GLYNN

RICHMOND

OGLETHORPE

HART

WALKER

WILKES

TOWNS

FULTON

MARION
EFFINGHAM

JEFFERSON

WARE

DODGE

EARLY

MORGAN

CATOOSA

BLECKLEY

WHEELER

ELBERT

TELFAIR

DOUGLAS

RABUN

PAULDING

WHITFIELD

LOWNDES

Georgia’s U.S. 
Congressional 

Delegation

55
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eggs,” and had low attendance. However the event 

of a new Home Demonstration Agent Margaret 

government recognized that the 

down to record performances. 

and Egg Show led other states 

drew national attention when it was featured 

program Country Journal

OTIS SAMUEL O’NEAL

and graduated in 1908. He later 

mater.

on cotton alone. He found idle land which tenant 

farmer” as leader of each.

Distinguished Service in Agriculture from U.S. 

The Fort Valley 
Ham & Egg 
Show
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MARGARET LOUISE TOOMER

School. Upon graduation in 

Brown College in Atlanta for 

degree. In 1922, Toomer returned to Georgia and 

demonstration agent in 1926.
As the home demonstration agent for Peach and 

could save produce for the lean winter months, 

topics.

agricultural achievements and later to compete 

compositions.

two decades, illness pushed her to decrease her load 

ROBERT T. CHURCH, SR.

his father was a sharecropper, 
Church learned how to plow 

and raise hogs. He attended 

an undergraduate degree at Hampton Institute in 

having heard how outstanding the program was. He 

he was selected to lead it. Church used the Ham 

Church led the show until it ceased in 1966, and 

and Children Services, assisting African-American 

 JOHN W. SAUNDERS

the agricultural and human resources in the region. 

Sources: Dr. Dawn Herd-Clark, Dr. Fred van 
Hartesveldt, Joy Moten-Thomas, Kymara Sneed, and 
Kenneth Wilkerson. Photos courtesy of Hunt Memorial 
Public Library.
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The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination against its customers, employees, and applicants for employment on the bases of race, color, national origin, age, disability, sex, gender identity, 
religion, reprisal and, where applicable, political beliefs, marital status, familial or parental status, sexual orientation, or all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program, or protected 

on the basis of race, gender, ethnicity, national origin, sexual orientation, religion, age, disability or marital or veteran status.


